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The Central Church of Christ in Bakersfield, California, is located near downtown Bakersfield on
a four and one-half acre site. The new multi-purpose facility opened in August 1999 and features
a 16,000 square foot sanctuary, 11 classrooms, a fellowship hall, a large teen room, commercial
kitchen, nursery, playground, barbecue pit and large restrooms with shower facilities. Capacity
for the auditorium is 700 seated and 1,000 standing. The auditorium can also be used for banquets as well as volleyball and basketball games.
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The Tri-City Church of Christ in Myrtle Creek, Oregon, is presently constructing a new 6,500
square foot facility. The new auditorium seats 299 and has a large stage designed for singing
teams, choirs and theater productions. The downstairs includes a large foyer, office and restrooms.
Upstairs includes five classrooms, a large teen center and a sound/technical room. Located on a
hill, the silhouetted cross will light the way for night travelers and be a constant reminder of the
Christian hope. The members plan to move into the new facility by the end of 1999.
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The Keizer Church of Christ in Keizer, Oregon, utilized their new facility beginning September 1,
1999. The new facility is 8,500 square feet with a seating capacity of 375. The budding also has
five classrooms, a nursery and church offices. An existing house on the property will furnish six
additional classrooms.
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Pepperdine University will usher in the
new millennium with a special worship
service called "Celebrating the Promises of God," scheduled for Sunday,
January 2, 2000. See page 3 for details.

NEW MILLENNIUM
How Will You Usher In the New Millennium?
by Ken Durham

So, have you made your plans? When
the much-anticipated, much-ballyhooed,
much-hyped Year Two Thousand finally
arrives, what have you got lined up? Let
me tell you what I won't be doing when
the millennium hits.
I won't be sitting in a $2,500 seat in
Las Vegas to hear Barbra Streisand sing
in the Y2K. (I hear they're sold out, anyway.)
I haven't booked space on the cruise
ship that will be perched at the edge of
the International Date Line near Fiji so
its passengers can beat the rest of the world
to the new epoch in human history. Cost
of 15-day package: $30,195 per person.
(I'll just wait for the new epoch to come
to me.)
I don't think I will be putting down
$16,000 for a 5-day trip to France which
includes a new millennium banquet at the
Chateau de Versailles which will be "a recreation of Louis XIV's 280-course extravaganza in 1668." (280 courses? Why not
2,000, while we're being excessive?)
No, my plans are both more
modest(ly-priced) and more grand. On
January 2, 2000—the first Lord's Day of
the next century—I plan to spend the afternoon celebrating God's future at a great
gathering of Christians on Pepperdine's
Malibu campus. Not as glitzy as a Vegas
concert or as lavish as a Versailles feast,
perhaps, but an event that promises to be
substantially more joyful, more hopeful,
and more momentous.
Many years ago (no one can remember just when), the late Dr. M. Norvel
Young started inviting people .to this
event. Long before anyone was giving
much thought to the turning of a new
century, Norvel could see afar off that this
would be not just a special occasion but
an opportune time for God's people to
celebrate His goodness and grace. "The
future," Norvel liked to remind us, "is as
bright as the promises of God!"

The irrepressible spirit of Norvel
Young will be very much in evidence on
January 2 when Christians from all over
the Los Angeles area and beyond (including sizeable groups from as far away as
Texas) accept Norvel's invitation and
come to Malibu to usher in the new millennium with joyful worship and fellowship. "Celebrating the Promises of God"
is the theme, and activities will include a
songfest at 2:00 p.m., a worship service
at 3:00, and a reception hosted by Helen
Young at 4:00. (For more details, call
310-456-4270.)
Whatever your plans may be for the
turning of the century, my wish for you
is that it will be for you a time of hope
and joy. The coming of the new millennium clearly represents different things
to different people. Some are thrilled
with the anticipation of a new, uncharted
time in human history; some are fearful
and anxious to the point of paranoia for
the same reason; and some are pretty nonchalant about the whole business (What's
the big deal? Just another page on the
calendar.) But for those of us who place
our trust in the promises of God, it is a

time to reassert and to celebrate our sublime confidence in the God who holds
the future.
Editor's Note:
We appreciate Ken Durham's encouraging
article and we hope you, as an individual, will
plan to join us. And we also hope you will encourage your congregation to get involved. Why?
Because it is time for us to think big again!
In the 1960s, Churches of Christ planned
and conducted exciting Campaigns for Christ
that drew thousands and baptized hundreds.
Pepperdine hosted a lectureship event in 1962
that was so large it had to be held in the LA.
Sports Arena—more than 10,000people gathered to hear God's Word preached. Christians
then were able to set aside their differences and
praise God together—and the kingdom grew.
We believe we can do it again. We can
dream again. We can grow again. It begins with
a larger vision. Spread the word that God can
help us ring in the new century with optimism,
hope, and, especially, faith.
As we turn the calendar to the year 2000,
our attitude and our vision will set the course of
the church for years to come. Let's think big. Be
there on Sunday afternoon, January 2, 2000,
for the beginning of a new era for Churches of
Christ.

Join hundreds of Christians in a
special worship celebration on
Pepperdine's Malibu campi
campus.
2:00 p.m. - Songfest. The celebration begins with special
singing groups and congregational singing.
3:00 p.m. - "Celebrating the Promises of God."
A worship service of encouragement with scriptures,
prayers, congregational singing and a devotional
message from Dr. Ken Durham.

j-j Celebrating

^Promises
'"'GOD
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4:00 p.m. - Helen "Young Reception.
Complimentary dessert, coffee, soft drinks while you
visit with Helen Young, your family, friends and others
— and remember Norvel Young's optimism and vision
for the future.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 2, 2000

PEPPERDINE BIBLE LECTURES
With Souls Lifted Up
by Bill Henegar

of Lubbock, Texas, addressed the
subject "With Hearts Set on Pilgrimage." Thursday morning,
Pepperdines own Rick Marrs of
Thousand Oaks, California, articulated his message, "Out of the
Depths."Then on Thursday night
Randy Harris of Nashville, Tennessee, lectured on "Teach Me Your
Way, O Lord." Friday morning
Mark Love of Portland, Oregon,
discussed the plaintive theme
"Have Mercy On Me, O God."
And Lynn Anderson of Dallas,
Texas, concluded the week's lee-

"Bring joy to your servant, for to you,
O Lord, I lift up my soul." So sang David,
the shepherd king of Israel, in Psalm 86:4.
Many centuries later, on April 27,
1999, thousands of people made their
way to Malibu to begin a four-day event
in the spirit of David's prayer. With their
presence they cried out, "Bring joy to us,
O Father, for to you we lift up our souls."
It was Pepperdines 56th Annual Bible
Lectures, and for four special days Christians came together to reach upward with
earnestness toward the God of heaven.
When it was over, a
couple from northern California wrote to Lectures Director
Jerry Rushford, "Indeed, our
'souls were lifted up!' The
Pepperdine Lectures have long
been a highlight of our year
Chris Goldman of Rancho Cordova, California, was a
featured lecturer on Wednesday morning.
and we are so thankful for the
University and your staff for
again arranging such a program and hosting such a beautiful week."
This "beautiful week" began Tuesday evening with the Veteran missionary to Japan, Harry Robert Fox,
Jr., studies the Bible with a Japanese girl he bapAWP Dinner and the Opentized during lecture week.
ing Night Men's Dinner, following by the traditional songfest in an- tures Friday evening with "The
ticipation of the keynote lecture.
Lord is My Shepherd." As the LecEven as he began, the audience could tures came to a close, the large ausense that Jim McGuiggan of Belfast, dience stood, joined hands, and
Northern Ireland, was setting a rather sang "The Lord Bless You and Four generations at Bible Lectures: Archie Huff (center) with her daughter, Susan Giboney (left); Susan's
unusual and challenging keynote. With Keep You." Then Tom Olbricht daughter, Carrie Wall (right); and Carrie's daughter,
passion, urgency, and assurance, he dismissed the assembly with a Michaela Wall.
poured out his heart concerning that shepherds prayer.
enough time to attend all the classes they
well-known but little-understood passage
In addition to the stirring theme lec- desired.
from Psalm 22, "My God, my God, why tures, there were hundreds of classes and
Some were newcomers to the
have you forsaken me?" It was so honest special programs. Indeed, the schedule Pepperdine Bible Lectures, while others
and arresting that everyone was spell- was crammed with enticing, spiritual top- were honored veterans. From Ohio a man
bound, compelled to weigh the message ics. A letter from a Kansas minister said, wrote, "This was the third year I've atand look again at the sovereignty of God. "The Psalmist wrote, 'Open my eyes that tended, and may I say that it was the best.
On Wednesday morning, Chris I may see wonderful things in your law.' The subject matter was timely, the speakGoldman of Rancho Cordova, Califor- This is what happens annually for me at ers were relevant, and the spirit was godly.
nia, spoke on "Praise the Lord, O My the Pepperdine Lectures." Others noted To God be the glory." From northern
Soul." In the evening, Rodney Plunket that their only problem was finding California, someone commented on the
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Bible Lectures, "Next year will be my
twelfth consecutive. Each one has affected
my life. It is my chance to get out of a
small town and be exposed to thinking
beyond my little provincial world." And
from Arkansas, a man responded, "This
year was our fourteenth time to attend
and we have never been disappointed. In
terms of quality and content, Pepperdine
is head and shoulders above anything
equivalent...".
What draws people back to the Lectures year after year? One person described it this way: "I think the attraction at Pepperdine is the openness and
scholarship brought to bear on any subject, with nothing to fear from an honest
investigation of truth, though it may
sound scary at the moment."
Of course, the Lectures are many different things to different people. A

woman from the San Diego area said,
"The whole lectureship is so uplifting and
fulfilling that it 'keeps me going' when I
get back home to the daily grind." And a
woman from northern California wrote
concerning the Bible Lectures program,
"We look forward to it every year. It is
our Feast ofTabernacles. About one-third
of our membership usually attends. I can
tell you, the lectureship has been the turning point in the lives of some of our men
and women, the catalyst that the Lord
used to transform them into leaders."
Many believe God is working
through the Bible Lectures. One man put
it plainly: "The Pepperdine Lectures is a
tool God is using to bring this generation
back to the original plea of the Restoration Movement and to restore dynamic
to the gospel we preach today." Perhaps
this is true, in part, because the themes of

recent Bible Lectures have not been calls
for academic stimulation or spiritual entertainment. Rather, each theme has been
a searching after God and His Word, like
the Psalmist's deer panting after water. In
effect, the programs have been prayers
for deeper faith and truer conviction.
Typically, people who come to the
Lectures are not business-as-usual Christians but believers who allow the messages and classes to rattle their souls. One
couple concluded, "The Pepperdine Bible
Lectures are the highlight of our year and
the stimulus for much of our ongoing
study and spiritual growth. Every year we
are challenged, excited, uplifted, rebuked,
encouraged, tired out, but well fed spiritually and physically."
Tired out but well fed. In the last
analysis, what more can we ask of the
Lord?

Enthusiastic crowds of more than 4,000 attended each of the evening lectures in Firestone Fieldhouse. As in other years, the spiritual singing and
preaching inspired attendees for weeks to come.
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TRIBUTE
Lifting Up One Another at the Pepperdine Lectures
by Agnes Gibson

"I Lift Up My Soul." What a beautiful image the Psalmist brings to mind.
Once again, thousands of Christians gathered together to "Lift Up" their souls to
the Father at the 56th Annual Pepperdine
Bible Lectures, April 27-30, 1999.
It was also a time of lifting up one
another. Pepperdine University and Associated Women for Pepperdine presented
thirteen Distinguished Christian Service
Awards during the week. Abilene Christian University presented their alumnus
of the year award to Tom Bost, the chairman of Pepperdine's Board of Regents. In
addition, three other awards for outstanding achievement were given by TwentyPint Century Christian and Power for Today magazines, Howard Publishing and
Wineskins magazine.
Fifteen of the honorees are included
on these pages. Not pictured are Jim
McGuiggan from Northern Ireland, and
Dr. L. Ken Jones, president of Lubbock
Christian University, both of whom received Pepperdine's Distinguished Christian Service Award.

Alger Fitch, Turner, Oregon

Rusty and Martha Bolton, Visa lia, California

Monroe and Julia Hawley, Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Helen Young, Malibu, California,;
Jerry Rushford

Andy and Carrie Wall, Costa Mesa, California, and
Ruth Johnson from AWP

Clinton and Delma Brazle, Bozeman, Montana

Bobb Gowen, Chico, California
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Tom and Sheila Bost, Santa Monica, California,
and ACU President Royce Money

Roman and Lina Cariaga, Butuan City, Philippines

Lynn McMillon, (r), Oklahoma City, Oklahoma,
and Jerry Rushford

Doug and Donna Poling, Franklin, Tennessee

Edward Fudge, Houston, Texas

Bryan and Jacqueline Bost, Manuas, Brazil, with Pepperdine President
David Davenport

John Franklin Tamakloe, Tema, Ghana,
West Africa
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David and Eloise Drake, Santa Monica,
California

SCENES FROM PEPPERDINE'S

Like father, like son. Professors John Willis of Abilene, Texas, (left) and Tim
Willis of Pepperdine (right) co-taught a class on the knowledge of God.

Jim McGuiggan from Belfast, Northern Ireland, delivered the
keynote address in Firestone Fieldhouse on opening night

California Supreme Court Justice Janice Brown taught a class in Raitt Recital Hall
on "Beyond the Abyss: Restoring Religion to the Public Square."

Pepperdine students organized daily child care activities.

1
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Exhibitors from across the nation displayed their materials in the
Student Lounge.
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56xH ANNUAL BIBLE LECTURES

Cindy Owen of Powder Springs,
Georgia, taught a class on faith.

Many visited the art exhibits
between classes.

Mike Cope taught a daily class on Romans in Smothers Theatre.

Featured lecturer Mark Love preached on "Have
Mercy on Me, O God," from Psalm 51.

Helen Young and her daughters taught a stimulating class on "Becoming Women
of Grace" each morning in Stauffer Chapel.

Lunch hour break around the plaza fountain outside of Elkins Auditorium
provided some relaxing family time.

Jeff Berryman from Seattle, Washington, performed in Raitt Recital Hall.
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Once again, Pepperdine lecture week was well
attended by young families.

CONGREGATION
View From the Summit
by Bill Henegar

In the rain shadow of the jagged Cascade Mountains lies a broad and mostly
dry valley in south central Washington.
Watered by the river for which it is
named that meanders through it, the
Yakima Valley provides a fertile and green
contrast to the barren undulating hills
not far away. The city of Yakima and surrounding area have become a productive
fruit basket for the nation: the county,
of which Yakima is the county seat, ranks
first in the U.S. in number of fruit trees
and leads the state in apples, winter pears,
and mint. Peach, apricot, and cherry orchards abound. Hops and wheat are important crops, and beef production is
important to the area, as are the wineries.
The first white men who set eyes on
the valley were part of the great Lewis
and Clark expedition to the West from
1804 to 1806. Through the years, the
valley was the scene of Indian skirmishes
and, eventually, the settlement of pioneers from the mid-west and east. And
those pioneers turned the empty prairie
into a beautiful garden that is home to
more than 60,000 residents today.
On one of the knolls at the edge of
the city sits the beautiful new building
that is home to the Church of Christ in
Yakima. It is known as the Summit View
Church, and its vantage of the city is perhaps symbolic of its historical perspective. From the days when the Yakima
Valley was nothing more than endless
brush stretching toward the mountains,
believers loyal to the American Restoration Movement have traipsed the region
and even spilled their blood on its soil.
In more civilized times, Orville and
Hattie Monroe and Orville's sister, Faye
Halley, and her husband, George, moved
to the area in the mid-1920s. Orville and
Faye's father had served as a faithful
church elder in Des Moine, Iowa. He

soon joined them
in Washington.
These
two
families,
the
Monroes and the
Halleys, invited the
legendary preacher
J. C. Bunn to come
to Yakima to hold
an evangelistic The Summit View Church of Christ moved into their new building in
meeting. In that February 1995 on the west side of town.
meeting, Orville
himself and his daughter, Inez, were bapPresent minister Dwight Perry said,
tized. These two are likely the first mem- "After the church was organized and lobers of the Church of Christ to be im- cated on Lenox Avenue, Ruth Riddle is
mersed in the Yakima area.
The church in the '20s met in
the homes of the Monroes, the
Halleys, and the Ed Loofburrows.
Later, the Women's Century Club
building and what is now the
Talcott Music building were used
for worship.
In the Depression years of the
1930s, Yakima received its share of
the southerners, mid-westerners,
and south-westerners that moved The second building known as the Cornell Avenue
toward the West Coast in search of Church of Christ was constructed in 1959.
a better life. By 1938 the church
had grown to 60 and it was incorporated believed to have been the first baptized.
as the "First Church of Christ ofYakima." Ruth was later married and her name
They met in the YMCA building and changed to Ruth Liebsch. She is still a
later in the old Townsend Hall on Fifth member of the church today."
Avenue.
After World War II, the building was
The little group purchased a parcel enlarged and classrooms added. And
of land on west Lenox Avenue, now four elders and four deacons were apknown as Nob Hill Boulevard, and built pointed in a reorganization. By the midtheir first structure, a little white frame 1950s, the Yakima church had grown to
building about the size of an average be the third largest in Washington. There
home in the area. According to elder Bob was such optimism and zeal that the
Deatherage, "Brother Claude Guild was church decided to plant a new congrethe first full-time preacher in the build- gation on the eastside of town in 1955.
ing on Lenox Avenue. During his tenure The preacher for the new church at 915
the church was partially supported by La Salle Street was Morris May. That
funds from the George Pepperdine Foun- congregation is still a faithful church to
dation. During those early years Brother this day.
J. C. Bunn came to Yakima almost every
The next phase of growth led to the
year to hold gospel meetings for the fledg- building of a new structure on the same
ling congregation."
Nob Hill Boulevard (Lenox Avenue)
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72nd Avenue just south of Summitview
Avenue on Yakima's
westside
where
many young families were settling.
Deatherage recalled,
"After much prayer,
some
mistakes,
tears, and great
Left: Ruth Riddle Liebsch was the first person baptized after the church
blessings, the new
organized. Right: Ruth still worships at the same church today.
church facilities
were completed and the grand opening
was held on February 5, 1995."
Dwight Perry said, "Over the years,
the church in Yakima has been missionconscious. At various times we have supported young men in preaching schools,
including Rich Carper, Mike Crowe, and
Willis Wormouth, who is now doing mission work in India." He reported that they
are now helping to support Steve and
Corina Filler at the Center for Christian
Above 1 to r: The current Summit View elders:
Dwight Perry, Dueane Calvin, Eddie
Education in Dallas. The church has been
Thomason, Bob Deatherage, Jim Whitehead.
involved in the New Mexico Children's
home and missions to Sand Point, Idaho;
Wallowa, Oregon; Cheney, Washington;
and a Spanish-speaking church in lower
Yakima Valley. Other works supported
include mission efforts in San Francisco
(a Chinese work), Cameroon, and India.
From 1956 to the present, the church in
Yakima has sponsored radio programs that
share the gospel of Jesus. Today there are
one-minute messages broadcast daily on
Summit View's Ladies Singing Group "Sister
radio station KSOH. Every day, the voice
Friends," 1 to r: Nora Ann Ranta, Christ! Hull,
Sandi Dowling, Vicki Mitzel and Caralee
of Dwight Perry comes alongside listenThomason.
ers with an encouraging word from the
property in 1959. However, because the scriptures and a short prayer.
new larger structure faced Cornell Avenue,
The women of the church are very
the church was required to change its active. They have planned and hosted
name to Cornell Avenue Church of annual women's lecture programs for the
Christ. The new building was an A-frame, past thirteen years, drawing attendees
typical of many of the churches con- from Idaho and Oregon, as well as Washstructed in the late-1950s and 1960s.
ington. Three years ago, the elders asOver the next twenty-five years, sumed oversight of the annual men's leadsteady growth made it prudent for the ership retreat in Cle Elum, Washington.
church to begin looking for an even larger Elders, deacons, ministers and other leadbuilding site. In the early 1990s, they fi- ers from throughout the Northwest gather
nally purchased a 5.6-acre plot on North to hear outstanding speakers.
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Preachers in the past include Claude
Guild, Ernest Mitchell, Wesley Haven,
J. O. Golphenee, Jimmy Potts, Joe
Sherman, Dick Lane, R. A Hartsell, Bob
Golphenee, J. T. McClung, T. J. Finley,
Charles Buchanan, Jim Mendenhall, and
Fred Coulter.
Today, the Sunday morning attendance of Summit View stands at about
180. The current elders of the congregation are Bob Deatherage, Dueane Calvin,
Dwight Perry, Eddie Thomason, and Jim
Whitehead.
Dwight and Diana Perry moved
from Petaluma, California, to Yakima to
work with the church in 1993. Dwight
graduated from Sunset International
Bible Institute in 1986. He and Diana
have been married for 29 years. They have
a 16-year-old son. Another son was killed
in an auto accident in 1990.
Dwight describes the Summit View
Church as not only mission-minded, but
also a community of Christians that "accepts people in the midst of their hurts
and nurtures them back to health." He
likes to think of it as a "church that heals."
Bob Deatherage, looking back over the
rich history of the church, summarized,
"The past sixty-some years have brought
changes: members moving away, new
faces coming in, sorrowful and glad times,
growth and loss. But always there has
been a burning desire to be of service to
God in our community, making God's
word known in the Yakima area, as well
as in various parts of the world."
The Summit View Church of Christ,
according to its leadership, is loving and
progressive while holding to the authority of scripture and the rule of Christ.
After seventy years of fruitful service, it
stands on the summit of faith and
achievement with a view toward the city
and valley that flourishes with many good
things from the earth. Both in the orchards and in the evangelistic fields, God
has given the increase.

HERITAGE
The Death of A. J. Hembree
by Bonnie Miller

"Dear Sir I have just returned from
the Yakima Country I was gone 18
days I have had the most disagrebell
trip that I ever had in my life I have
bin in the snowfor the last six or seven
days from one to five feet deep with
out tents orfier I've had to take it as
it came we have hadsevrel little running fights with the Indians
have
killed some 8 or 10 + got3 of our men
wounded slightly . . . . I have bin
nearly all over theyakimaw nation after the Indians with my companey
we have run them from their country
+ / have returned to the Dalles +
awaiting further orders. I hope to be
at home in the course of 15 or 20 days
on afurlow. 1 hope you are all well. I
want you to wright
tell Matilda
god bless hir + take good care of the
baby, good by A. J. Hembree"
Absalom Jefferson Hembree was
about 250 miles from his Yamhill County
home in Oregon when he wrote this letter to his son-in-law, H. H. Snow, on November 21, 1855- Born in Tennessee on
December 14, 1813, he was a married
man with four children when he left
Missouri and crossed the plains to Oregon in 1843. Traveling in company with
several other Christians and family members, he had experienced the heartwrenching tribulations (including the
death of his 6-year-old nephew) that
would become commonplace for the
thousands who would follow in their
tracks on the Oregon Trail.
Gifted with leadership abilities, his
neighbors often looked to "Uncle Abb,"
as he was affectionately known, for guidance. In 1846 he was elected to the Oregon Provisional Legislature as the representative from Yamhill County and was
reelected in 1847 and 1848. After Oregon became a territory, he continued to
serve in the same position in 1849,1851,

the
incident.
and 1854. He was
"They had reappointed a director
ceived the letter,
of the Portland and
and
with
a
Valley Plank Road
promptness which
Company in 1851
none but pioneers
but it closed a year
could emulate,
later amidst a finanand a generosity
cial scandal. Subsethat makes gratiquently he organized
tude a pleasing
the Pacific Telegraph
burden, they had
Company
and
answered the call,
served as its presiand three yoke of
dent in an effort to
fresh oxen and two
connect communihorses laden with
cation lines between
provisions and
Oregon and Califorsupplies came to
nia.
Na
ncy
and
Absalom
Hembree
were
among
the
our assistance...
In religious matpioneer Christians who settled in the Oregon It took another
ters, he was also a
Territory, Yamhill County, in 1843.
eight days to comman on whom others depended for leadership. Although plete their trek to the settlement in Yamhill
earlier associated with the Baptist County. There McBride remembered, "A
Church, Hembree's parents, James and few more hours, and we were under the
Nancy, and his sister Matilda, had joined roof of an old friend of other days, A. J.
with the Restoration Movement and are Hembree, and the long journey was at an
listed in 1839 as charter members of the end." (John Rogers McBride, "Overland
oldest Christian Church in Dade County, 1846," ms #458 Oregon History Center).
Later that fall, McBride and another
Missouri. A. J. was already married (to
Nancy Dodson on January 22,183 5) and gospel preacher, Glen Owen Burnett,
likely still living in Tennessee at the time would lean on Hembree for aid again. As
his parents joined the Christian Church, McBride and Burnett teamed up to hold
but his ties to the movement would the first gospel meeting in Oregon, they
deepen as he became surrounded in met at "the Hembree settlement" in
Yamhill and borrowed a horse from A. J.
Yamhill County with fellow Christians.
It was Dr. James McBride, an old to ride to neighboring Clackamas County
friend of the Hembrees while living in where the meeting was to be held. Oeri7
Missouri and a pioneer Restoration Rushford, Christians on the Oregon Trail,
preacher in Oregon, who sought A. J.'s pp. 72-73.)
Hembree also helped the emerging
assistance in 1846. As the McBride wagon
train neared the end of their six month Oregon Territory by supplying the milijourney near The Dalles, the doctor had tia during the Cayuse and Rogue River
sent word ahead to his friends, the Indian Wars. In the early settlement of the
Hembrees, requesting that they send fresh Pacific Northwest, a series of conflicts
teams and supplies if possible to aid them arose between the native inhabitants and
on the last leg of their journey. A. J.'s the immigrants as a result of greed, gold
brother Joel Jordan and another Chris- and cultural differences. When his neightian friend, Chesley B. Gray, responded bors prevailed upon Hembree, he agreed
by taking the animals and provisions to to lead a company of Oregon Mounted
The Dalles in person. One of McBrides Volunteers north some 250 miles into
sons, John Rogers McBride, later recalled Washington state when the Yakima Indian
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War erupted. His son, who bore the same
name as A. J.'s brother, Joel Jordan, recalled being out in the field helping his
father build a fence when "George Olds
and several other settlers rode up and told
him that the company of volunteers had
decided to ask him to be their captain."
(Fred Lockley, "Observations and Impressions of the Journal Man," Oregon Daily
Journal, April 17, 1922, p. 8.) Joel was
only 6 years old at the time, but the request left an indelible impression on his
young memory.
A, J. was elected captain of Company
E of the 1st Regiment, Oregon Mounted
Volunteers, which he organized in October of 1855. His troops spent most of the
winter in the Walla Walla Valley where

portunity to let you know what we are
doing in this god-forsaken country. We
have been living for the past 15 days on
horse beef. Our horses are all very weak,
many of them giving out right and left.
We are laying by at present to recruit
horses and get provisions. We have been
across the Snake river and all through the
Palouse country. The Indians fled. We
have run them all out of their country."
He mentions as he closes that his two
nephews, Wayman and Lafayette, who
were part of his company of Volunteers,
were both well. (Jim & Reita Lockett,
Settling the Land of Promise, pp. 73-74).
On the morning of April 10th, Captain Hembree took a scouting party often
soldiers across the creek and started up

BMHSB KV

The desolate landscape west of Toppenish, Washington, is the setting for a historical marker
(see the post in the center of the photo on the left) placed by the Washington State Historical
Society. The marker commemorates the death of Captain Absalom Jefferson Hembree.

they were poorly supplied. Ice on the
Columbia River prevented a fresh supply of rations from arriving until spring.
His letter to his son-in-law that November refers to the deprived conditions they
endured and a furlough he was anticipating shortly. Hembree made it home on
furlough and then returned to the Indian
war. His daughter, Nancy Matilda Snow,
recalled that when his leave of absence
expired they felt he might come home
again, but they never saw him alive again.
He died in battle on April 10, 1856.
Just a few days prior to his death he
had written to his brother Joel about the
dire condition of his men. "I take this op-

some bluffs on the north. They spotted
what appeared to be a group of riderless
horses coming towards them. However,
as they neared the herd, they discovered
too late that it was an ambush with each
horse carrying an Indian hidden on the
opposite side of the steed. Hembree ordered his men to charge. About halfway
up the hill the Indians began to fire. At
this point the Volunteers realized there
was another band of Indians coming at
them from the rear and they were cut off
from camp with nearly 100 Indians in
front and over 40 in the rear. According
to an eyewitness, Lieutenant W D.
Stillwell, Hembree ordered a retreat and
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just before starting down a hill, the captain was shot from his mule. "He was
shot in the right side just above the hip
bone," Stillwell reported, "the shot coming out on the left side at the second rib;
the ball going clear through. He called
to the boys not to leave him."
However, the small scouting party
was sadly outnumbered and in order to
save their own lives, they had to retreat.
Stillwell remembered that Hembree was
"braced up with his right hand and was
using his revolver with his left... Just then
an Indian ran up to him and fired, shooting him through the heart." The battle
continued most of the day and it wasn't
until that evening that they were able to
recover Hembree's body which by that
time had been stripped and scalped.
A "squaw rig" consisting of a pair of
poles carried by two ponies, was used to
carry Captain Hembree's body as far as
the Columbia River. There, according to
John Young Todd (a fellow Christian
from Yamhill County in Hembree's
Company who accompanied the body)
they were held up by high winds for several days until it was safe to cross the river.
At The Dalles they secured a large box
from the fort's carpenter and packed ice
about the body. When they reached the
Lower Cascades the wind was still blowing hard and they had to wait another
two nights and a day before finally being able to sail to Portland where they
arrived on Thursday, April 17, a week
after his death.
When they reached Hembree's home
near Lafayette one of the largest funerals
ever conducted in the county was held
in his honor. Harvey Scott noted in his
History of Oregon that a handkerchief was
arranged to conceal the loss of Hembree's
scalp. He was buried on his homestead
four miles north of Lafayette in Yamhill
County. He died at the age of 43, leaving a wife and nine children.
See Death of A. J. Hembree
page 15

PEPPERDINE PEOPLE ON THE MOVE
by Agnes Gibson

Randy Chesnutt, professor of Religion, preached for the Cole Mill Road
Church of Christ in Durham, North
Carolina, on June 27.
Ken Durham, minister at Malibu
Church of Christ, addressed an Equal
Opportunity Manager's Conference at
Pepperdine and spoke to incoming freshman and their families in June. He
preached and taught class for the Northeast Church of Christ in Greenville,
South Carolina, on July 11. On September 16 he will speak for the
Pepperdine School of Law faculty retreat.
Susan Giboney, lecturer in the Humanities/Teacher Education Division,
presented a seminar with Virgil Fry on
Grief Recovery on June 30. She will
present a weekend seminar on "Building Healthy Families in an Unhealthy
World" at the Campbell Church of
Christ in San Jose, California, on October 1-3. On October 15-17 she is guest
speaker for the Camarillo Church of
Christ women's retreat which is being
held in San Luis Obispo.
Doug Hurley, assistant director of
student development, preached for the
Conejo Church of Christ July 18.
Terry Kite, associate professor of
Natural Science, preached for the Coastline Church in Lomita on May 30.
Steve Lemley, provost, and his wife,
Emily Lemley, consultant for Church
Relations, spoke at Lubbock Christian
University's "Impact," an elderhostal
program, at the Lubbock Christian University campus June 14-15. Emily will
speak with her mother, Helen Young, for
a ladies day program for the Glenwood
Church of Christ in Tyler, Texas, during
September; and in October, she will
speak for a ladies program at the
Northside Church of Christ in Spokane,
Washington.
Daniel Rodriguez, assistant professor of Religion and Hispanic Studies, was

a keynote speaker at the Seminario
Baxter, hosted by the Baxter Institute in
Tegucigalpa, Honduras, on May 14.
While in Honduras with his family and
eight Pepperdine students participating
in hurricane relief work, Daniel also
preached for the Iglesia de Cristo in the
city of Choluteca on May 9,16 and 23
before returning to Southern California
and resuming his preaching duties with
the Hollywood Church of Christ.
Jerry Rushford, director of Church
Relations and professor of Religion,
preached for Washington Churches of
Christ at Yakima and Wenatchee on June
6 and Woodinville on June 9. He taught
three classes on church history and gave
one of the theme lectures at the Red River
Family Encampment in New Mexico
June 26-29. He preached for California
Churches of Christ at Simi Valley Julyl 1,
Redondo Beach July 25, Ventura August
1, and Porterville August 8.
Larry Sullivan, assistant director for
the Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution, taught Bible class and preached for

the Whittier Church of Christ on July
11. He and his wife, Nancy, taught at
the Pleasant Valley Family Encampment
outside ofTacoma, Washington, July 2630. Their class was designed to help participants use a better approach for coping with conflicts at home. Their theme
was "Leave It Alone and Maybe It Will
Go Away." August 4-8 they presented a
class each evening on coping with conflict within the family for the Hermosa
Beach Church of Christ.
Keith Whitney, associate professor
of the Business Education Division,
spoke at the July Grand Canyon Family
Encampment on Sunday evening and
taught a class July 12-14 entitled "Living With God in the Shadowlands."
Helen M. Young, assistant director of Church Relations, along with her
daughter Emily Lemley, will speak for a
ladies day program at the Glenwood
Church of Christ in Tyler, Texas, in September. In October she will keynote
the annual Ladies Day program at the
Ventura Church of Christ.

During the Pepperdine Bible Lectures, Helen Young autographed many copies of the new biography on her and her husband, Norvel, called Forever Young.
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NEWS
New Leadership for Pepperdine's
Church Leaders Council
The Church
Leaders Council
announces the appointment of two
new leaders: Garth
Black of Bakersfield, California,
and Rick Gibson of
Pepperdine.
Garth
has
taught numerous
Garth Black
classes for the
Pepperdine Bible
Lectures program
and he and Doris,
his wife of 49
years, received an
outstanding Christian Service Award
in 1996. He retired from fullRick Gibson
time preaching in
1995 after preaching for 45 years, and
currently lectures for seminars, and
preaches and teaches on a regular basis.
He and Doris have four children, and
nine grandchildren, two of whom are currently enrolled at Pepperdine.
Working alongside of Garth is Rick
Gibson. Rick came to Pepperdine in
1998 and is manager of University Publications. Prior to his work at Pepperdine,
Rick was a minister at the Mission Viejo
Church of Christ for 12 years.
Garth and Rick are working with a
number of active members to revitalize
the Church Leaders Council. "We want
to continue the good work that Terry
Giboney started and to fulfill his dream
of recruiting 300 members," said Rick.
Currently there are 80 active members.
The Pepperdine University Church
Leaders Council is a group of ministers,
elders, deacons, and other leaders from
the Churches of Christ who are dedicated
to Christian education. Each member
contributes a minimum of $500 per year

which goes directly to students from the
Churches of Christ to help pay their
unmet educational needs. In addition to
providing these scholarship funds for
Church of Christ students, the Council
works to raise the profile of the value of
Christian education at Pepperdine within
the Churches of Christ.
The Council meets annually during
the Pepperdine Bible Lectures in April.
At that time, Council members share their
ideas and enjoy Christian fellowship.
If you have the vision to see how
Christian education plays a role in influencing the direction of the church and
the nation through preparing future leaders, and if you are interested in becoming
a member of Church Leaders Council,
please contact: Rick Gibson at (310) 4564181 or email: rgibson@pepperdine.edu.
Death of A. J. Hembree
continued from page 13

In 1920, at the age of 92, W. D.
Stillwell, the lieutenant who witnessed
Hembree's death, returned to the scene
of the Indian attack and identified the
place where Hembree had fallen. The
Washington State Historical Society
placed a marker on the spot. Another
monument was placed in a park in the
city ofToppenish, Washington. It directs
people to the marker on the site of his
death, "7 miles south and 10 degrees
west" of Toppenish.
One of his fellow soldiers wrote at
the time of his death, "No man in the
Regiment was more highly esteemed, and
none more active and serious in the discharge of his duty." The Oregonian stated
"In the death of Capt. Hembree the territory have lost a useful and enterprising
citizen, the community a worthy man,
and a large circle of relatives a friend, protector and support." (Oregonian April 19,
1856) It was a great loss for the Restoration Movement in Oregon also. With the
death of A J. Hembree the church lost a
willing servant and respected leader.
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Cascade College's Annual
Conference on the Family
Cascade Colleges annual Conference on the Family will be held October 27-30, 1999 on the Portland campus.
Leading
chapel and offering evening
keynote addresses are
Prentice
M e a d o r,
Willard Tate,
James Walters and Don McLaughlin.
The conference offers something for
everyone including a breakfast series for
men beginning at 6:30 a.m. each morning, classes for women and singles and
practical classes designed to enrich families and churches.
Concerts and drama provided by
Witness and Vision will be presented
along with the Cascade Concert Choir
and Cascade Kids Choir. Following the
conference there will be an area-wide
worship service with guest speaker Don
McLaughlin on Sunday, October 31.

2ND ANNUAL SPIRITUAL GROWTH
WORKSHOP & BIBLE LECTURES

'The Sufficiency
of the Word"
Speakers Include: Dr. Ken Jones, Jimmy
Jlviden, Chris Goldman, Dr. Jack Evans,
John Smith, Rusty Bolton plus many more!

AREA-WIDE
YOUTH FORUM
SUN. OCT. 3 •
BEGINS AT 3 PM

Sept.30-Oct.3,1999
Woodward Park Church of Christ

7886N. MillbrookAve.
Fresno, CA 93720 • (209) 446-2550

Peppercfine Schedules Fall Events
Preachers Luncheon & Seminar

20th Annual William Green Lectures
October 25-26,1999
Theme: Sacred Imagination: Developing a
Spiritual Mind in a Secular Age

Dr. Gary Holloway
Professor of Religion
David Lipscomb University
Nashville, Tennessee

• Monday, October 25, 7:30 p.m. Smothers Theatre
• Tuesday, October 26, 10a.m. Smothers Theatre
7:30 p.m. Smothers Theatre

11:30-12:45 Preachers Luncheon
Hahn Fireside Room, Pepperdine Cafeteria
Topic: Singing the Lord's Song in a Strange Musical
Land: The Role of the Preacher in Hymn Selection
1:00-4:00 p.m.
Preaching the Encouraging Word of Hebrews
7:00 p.m. in Smothers Theatre
Can a Christian Participate in Politics?
For more information, please contact Church Relations at
(310) 456-4270 or e-mail us: blsmith@msmail.pepperdine.edu

Pepperdine University
Department of Church Relations
24255 Pacific Coast Highway
Malibu, California 90263-4270
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
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